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Crocodiles   are    common    and   fully   deserve
Spencers   epithets   of   cruel   and   crafty,  though
"liberties   may   be   taken  with   them   at   the   ex-
perimenter's risk.    So like the sand are they that
it is easy to walk unconsciously right up to them
as they sun themselves  on  sandy banks  or " in
the covert of the reed and fens.1'    They are  as
silent as they are  cruel and   crafty,  and no  one
would think who  saw  their  eyes   and   nose just
visible above the stream, that they are capable of
pulling   into   the   water   and   killing  so   bulky   a
beast as a rhinoceros.    The crocodile's teeth are,
indeed, in the words of Job, "terrible roundabout,"
but though "his scales are his  pride, and one is
so near to another that no air can come between
them," an express bullet will find a ready entry,
though the probability is that the reptile will  be
able to slip into the adjacent water.    His heart is
as hard as  a  piece of the nether millstone, and
many a man  while  bathing   he  carries  off,   and
many wives and maidens with  their  pitchers   at
the river fall   victims   to   his   crafty  and   silent
tactics.

Turtles and tortoises offer soup and shells, the
lizard tribe flourish, and are a harmless and a useful
fly-eating race. Nor are there wanting myriads of
frogs and toads, legions of newts, and at least one
kind of salamander.

The Indian seas contain  enough  fish to feed